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We have experienced political
bickering that has voters across
the nation frustrated and seeking
change. The years following the
attacks of 9/11 have fractured the
political divide creating acrimony
and heated debates.

Yet representatives who stand
for principles regardless of the
political consequences have
always blessed the U.S. John F.
Kennedy’s Profiles in Courage
offered an inside look at politi-
cians who took a stand and paid
the price. These leaders deter-
mined that doing what was right
was far more important than win-
ning the next election.

Congressmember Joseph
Crowley is such a leader.
Fortunately, he will remain in
office serving his constituents
and the nation for years to come.
Joe was impacted by the attacks
of September 11 in so many
ways. As a Congressmember, Joe
was called upon to vote upon the
military action taken against bin
Laden and the Taliban. As a citi-
zen of New York, he suffered the
agony of having our city harmed
beyond comprehension.

For Joe, the pain of the attacks
included the loss of his cousin,
FDNY Battalion Chief John
Moran. When Joe speaks of his
cousin, there is no question that
the loss is deeply personal and

Crowley Is A Leader Who Truly Leads
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“FIDELIS AD MORTEM”
WE WILL NEVER FORGET

Rendition of proposed memorial
ever present.

St. Michael’s created and ded-
icated a memorial to the 76
Queens firefighters lost on 9/11.
Of the 343 FDNY losses, the 76
firefighters connected to Queens
represent a horrible percentage.
Christopher Santora is buried at
St. Michael’s and his image is on
the center panel of the memorial
that honors the FDNY losses.

A yearly memorial service is
held at St. Michael’s. In atten-
dance are the family members of
the 76 Queens firefighters and the
39 Port Authority Police Officers
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who died at the towers. A perma-
nent memorial was dedicated last
year to the PAPD.

Every year Joe Crowley leads
the service to honor those who
fell on 9/11. He speaks from the
heart with the resolve of never
forgetting every victim of the
attacks. He speaks for all and he
speaks to his cousin. He earns the
respect of the families and the
uniformed service present. He is
one of them.

St. Michael’s is attempting to
dedicate a memorial to the 23
NYPD officers who died at the

Every year Joe Crowley leads the service
to honor those who fell on 9/11. He speaks
from the heart with the resolve of never
forgetting every victim of the attacks.

towers. It is an arduous undertak-
ing. To many, the years that have
passed speak against doing so. To
SO many more, it is an obligation
that demands that we never forget
or abandon acknowledging the
heroism and sacrifice of First
Responders.

Learning of St. Michael’s
efforts to honor the NYPD fallen,
Congressmember Crowley made
a donation. St. Michael’s needs
the financial support of others to
achieve the goal of dedicating a
monument to the 9/11 NYPD
Officers. The monetary contribu-

tion by the Congressmember will
help achieve the goal.

To save money in the 1990s,
the Congress revoked certain
benefits previously available to
veterans. Congressmember
Shelley Berkley (D-Nevada)
introduced H.R. 1273 restoring
the abolished plot and marker
cash allowances for use by veter-
ans in private and religious ceme-
teries. This legislation would
honor those veterans and their
families who might prefer inter-
ment in non-government ceme-
teries for personal, religious or
ethnic reasons.

When Congressmember
Crowley was made aware of this
issue, he immediately contacted
Congressmember Berkley, agree-
ing to co-sponsor the legislation.
Without co-sponsors the legisla-
tion would languish with little
chance of being enacted.
Crowley’s involvement assures
that our veterans’ wishes may
once again be respected.

It is rare to have a politician
send a check in support of any-
thing. Usually the request is for
campaign aid. Crowley is
remarkable. His priorities define
him and those qualities benefit
not only his constituents, but also
all Americans.

BY EDWARD HORN

ASTZRIA SPHRTS CCMPLEX
PRE-REGISTRATION SPECIAL!

Sign up for 8 week membership and get 9th week FREE

from July 2nd to August 31st

Mype P YO

Monday - Friday
9:00AM to 5:00PM

All activities are played indoors
all within the building line.

Well-supervised. Kids must bring

or buy lunch & drinks.

No Bussing Fully Contained Air-Conditioned Facility
SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY

ASTORIA SPORTS GOMPLEX

e YOUTH GYM

o AEROBIC CLASSES
o SKATING

* SWIMMING

34-38 38th Street, Astoria

uth Precram
FREE WEEK!

DAILY ACTIVITIES:

www.ascsports1.com

e BASKETBALL

* MOONWALK SLIDE
e SOCCER

e BASEBALL

HOURS:
Monday—Friday
6:00A.M.—11:30P.M.
Saturday & Sunday
8A.M.—8P.M.

(718) 729-7163
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